16-Day Devotional Journey Through Romans

One Chapter Each Day

Day 1: Romans 1 - The Gospel's Power and Humanity's
Rebellion

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Paul introduces himself as an apostle set apart for the gospel of God. He greets the Roman
church and declares he is not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes. The gospel reveals God's righteousness through faith. However, Paul
then describes humanity's rebellion: though people knew God through creation, they neither
glorified Him nor gave thanks. They exchanged God's glory for idols and worshiped created
things. God gave them over to their sinful desires, resulting in moral degradation. People
suppress the truth and refuse to acknowledge God as God.

KEY VERSE

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile." - Romans 1:16

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul opens Romans with a powerful contrast: the transforming power of the gospel versus the
destructive nature of human rebellion. The gospel isn't just good advice or moral teaching—it's
God's dynamic power that saves. It's for everyone who believes, leveling all distinctions. Jew and
Gentile, moral and immoral—all stand equally before God, equally in need of salvation, equally
offered grace through faith.

But Paul doesn't sugarcoat humanity's condition. The downward spiral of rebellion begins not
with outward sin but with the heart's refusal to glorify God and give thanks. Notice the root
issue: ingratitude and refusal to acknowledge God as God. When people systematically reject
God's authority, He eventually gives them over to experience the full consequences of their
choices. This isn't primarily a societal problem—it's a spiritual one. Before we point fingers at
culture, we must examine our own hearts. Do we glorify God and give Him thanks in all things?
Are you still trying to earn what God offers freely through faith?

PRAYER

Lord God, thank You for the power of the gospel. Forgive me when I've been ashamed of this
good news or tried to supplement it with my own efforts. I confess that I too have suppressed



Your truth at times, choosing my way over Yours. Keep my heart tender toward You. Help me to
worship You alone, the Creator of all things. Make me bold in sharing this transforming message
with others. I embrace salvation by faith alone. Amen.

Day 2: Romans 2 - God's Righteous Judgment
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Paul addresses those who judge others while doing the same things themselves. God's judgment
is based on truth, not appearances or external religion. God's kindness is meant to lead to
repentance, but stubborn hearts are storing up wrath. God will repay each person according to
what they have done, judging impartially. He judges both Jews and Gentiles fairly. Paul exposes
hypocrisy: the Jews had the law and circumcision but didn't practice what they preached. True
circumcision is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by external ritual. A person is a Jew inwardly when
their heart is transformed, not just when they have religious credentials.

KEY VERSE

"Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing
that God's kindness is intended to lead you toward repentance?" - Romans 2:4

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

It's easy to see sin in others while being blind to our own. Paul exposes the hypocrisy of
condemning others for sins we ourselves commit. But there's a deeper truth: God's kindness
toward us isn't approval of our sin—it's an invitation to repentance. Every moment of God's
patience is an opportunity to turn from sin and toward Him. If we misinterpret God's patience as
indifference, we're storing up wrath.

Religious externals can be dangerously deceptive. You can be baptized, attend church regularly,
know the Bible well, and serve in ministry—yet still have an unchanged heart. God isn't looking
for external religious performance; He's looking for hearts transformed by His Spirit. The
question isn't whether you look good compared to others or whether you've gone through
religious motions. It's whether your heart has been truly changed—cut away from sin and
devoted to God. Christianity isn't about checking boxes or maintaining appearances. It's about
internal transformation that shows up in how we live.

PRAYER

Lord, thank You for Your incredible patience and kindness toward me. Soften my heart to truly
repent, not just feel sorry when I'm caught. Help me to stop judging others while ignoring my
own sin. Make me genuinely humble before You. Search my heart and reveal any areas where
I'm relying on external religion rather than internal transformation. Circumcise my heart by Your
Spirit. Make me genuine from the inside out. Amen.



Day 3: Romans 3 - Righteousness Through Faith Alone
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Paul establishes that all people—both Jews and Gentiles—are under the power of sin. He quotes
extensively from the Old Testament showing that no one is righteous, no one seeks God, all have
turned away. The law's purpose wasn't to make people righteous but to make them conscious of
sin. No one will be declared righteous by observing the law. But now—everything changes!
Apart from the law, God's righteousness has been revealed through faith in Jesus Christ. All have
sinned and fall short of God's glory, but all are justified freely by His grace through the
redemption in Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement. He is both just and
the justifier of those who have faith in Jesus. Boasting is excluded because salvation is by faith,
not works.

KEY VERSE

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." - Romans 3:23-24

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

This chapter delivers devastating news followed by glorious good news. First, the bad: we're all
guilty. No exceptions, no curve, no one who does good. The law shows us we're sick but can't
heal us. It reveals our sin but can't remove it. Many people approach Christianity thinking, "I'll
try harder to keep God's rules," but Paul says the law wasn't given to make us righteous—it was
given to show us we're not.

But now—two of the most beautiful words in Scripture! After establishing universal guilt, Paul
unveils the solution: righteousness from God, given as a gift through faith in Jesus Christ. Notice
the repetition: all have sinned, all are justified freely. We are justified (declared righteous) freely
by God's grace. Freely means without payment, without earning it, without deserving it. God
maintains His perfect justice while justifying sinners through Jesus Christ, who paid the price we
couldn't pay. The cross demonstrates both God's love and His justice. Boasting is eliminated
because there's nothing you did to earn it. It's all grace, all gift, all Jesus.

PRAYER

Holy God, I confess that I am a sinner. Apart from Your grace, I stand condemned. Thank You
that the law shows me my need but that You don't leave me there. Gracious Father, I stand
amazed at Your grace. [ have sinned and fallen short, yet You justify me freely through Jesus
Christ. Thank You for not compromising Your justice but satisfying it fully at the cross. I can't
boast in anything except Jesus. I receive this gift by faith. Amen.



Day 4: Romans 4 - Abraham Justified by Faith

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Paul uses Abraham as the prime example of justification by faith. Abraham believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness—before he was circumcised, before he had the law. His
faith, not his works, made him righteous. David also speaks of the blessedness of those whose
sins are forgiven. Abraham is the father of all who believe, whether circumcised or not. The
promise comes by faith so it may be by grace and guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring. Against
all hope, Abraham believed in hope and became the father of many nations. He didn't weaken in
faith when considering his own body or Sarah's barrenness. He was strengthened in faith and
gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He promised.

KEY VERSE

"Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it
had been said to him, 'So shall your offspring be." - Romans 4:18

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Abraham is the ultimate test case. If anyone could be justified by works, it would be Abraham—
called the friend of God, father of God's people. But Scripture is clear: Abraham believed God,
and that faith was credited to him as righteousness. This happened before circumcision, before
the law, before any religious ritual. It was faith alone.

Look at Abraham's faith: he was about 100 years old, Sarah was past childbearing age, yet he
believed God's promise. He didn't weaken in faith when considering impossible circumstances.
Instead, his faith grew stronger. He was fully persuaded that God had power to do what He
promised. This is the nature of saving faith—it rests entirely on God's character and promises,
not on circumstances or our own abilities. The same God who gives life to the dead and calls into
being things that were not is the God we trust for salvation. Is your faith resting on what God has
promised, or are you still trying to contribute to your salvation?

PRAYER

Lord God, thank You for Abraham's example of faith. Like him, I want to believe Your promises
even when circumstances seem impossible. Strengthen my faith to trust entirely in what You
have done through Christ, not in my own works. Help me to be fully persuaded that You have
the power to do what You've promised—to save me, keep me, and present me blameless before
You. May my faith bring glory to Your name. Amen.

Day 5: Romans 5 - Peace, Hope, and Two Adams



CHAPTER SUMMARY

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through Jesus Christ. We
have access into grace and we rejoice in hope of God's glory. We also rejoice in sufferings
because suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope. God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. If God loved
us as enemies, how much more will He care for us as His children! Paul then draws a parallel
between Adam and Christ. Through Adam, sin and death entered the world. But through Christ's
obedience, many will be made righteous. Where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so
that grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life.

KEY VERSE

"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." - Romans 5:1

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

"Peace with God"—before justification, we were at war with God, under His wrath, His enemies.
But through Christ, the war is over. We have peace. Not just inner peace, but peace with God—
the war between us and our Creator has ended. And this leads to hope that doesn't disappoint
because God's love is poured into our hearts.

Paul makes a shocking statement: we rejoice in sufferings. Why? Because suffering produces
perseverance, which develops character, which creates hope. God is at work even in our pain.
And here's the assurance: if God loved us enough to die for us while we were His enemies, how
much more will He care for us now as His children?

Then Paul shows us our identity: we're either in Adam or in Christ. In Adam, we inherited sin
and death. In Christ, we receive righteousness and life. The comparison isn't equal—it's
overwhelmingly in our favor! Where sin increased, grace increased all the more. Your destiny is
tied to your representative. Which Adam represents you?

PRAYER

Father, thank You for peace with You through Jesus Christ. What a relief to know the war is
over! Help me to rejoice even in suffering, trusting that You're producing something beautiful in
me. Lord Jesus, thank You for being my representative. In Adam, I inherited sin and death; in

You, I receive righteousness and life. I'm amazed that where my sin increased, Your grace
increased even more. Help me to live in my new identity in Christ. Amen.

Day 6: Romans 6 - Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Should we go on sinning so grace may increase? Absolutely not! We died to sin; how can we
live in it? Through baptism, we were buried with Christ and raised to walk in newness of life.
Our old self was crucified with Him so the body of sin might be rendered powerless. We are no
longer slaves to sin. Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Don't let sin
reign in your body. Sin is no longer your master because you're not under law but under grace.
You are slaves to the one you obey—either of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to
righteousness. You used to be slaves to sin, but now you've been set free and have become slaves
to righteousness. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.

KEY VERSE

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." -
Romans 6:23

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Grace isn't a license to sin—it's power to overcome sin. Paul's logic is irrefutable: How can we
who died to sin continue living in it? The old you died with Christ. You were buried with Him.
You were raised with Him to walk in newness of life. This isn't just metaphor; it's spiritual
reality.

But here's the key: "count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God." This is a command to believe
and act on what's already true. When temptation comes, you don't say, "I'm trying not to sin."
You say, "I died to that. I'm alive to God now. That's not who I am anymore." This is the power
of grace—not freedom to sin, but freedom from sin's mastery.

There's no absolute freedom in the way we usually think about it. Everyone is a slave to
something. You're either a slave to sin (which pays wages of death) or a slave to righteousness
(which leads to holiness and eternal life). Sin promises freedom but delivers death.
Righteousness delivers life. Choose your master wisely.

PRAYER

Father, thank You that I'm not just forgiven but transformed. I died with Christ and was raised to
new life. Help me to count myself dead to sin and alive to You. When temptation comes, remind
me of my true identity in Christ. Lord Jesus, I choose to be Your slave. True freedom is found in

serving You. Thank You for setting me free from sin and making me a slave to righteousness.
Help me live in this freedom today. Amen.

Day 7: Romans 7 - The Law and Sin's Power

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Paul uses marriage as an analogy: a woman is bound to her husband while he lives, but when he
dies, she's released. Similarly, believers died to the law through Christ's body so we could belong
to Christ. We now serve in the new way of the Spirit, not the old way of the written code. Is the
law sin? No! The law is holy, righteous, and good. But sin used the law to produce death. Paul
describes the internal struggle: "I do not understand what I do. What I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do." He recognizes sin living in him. He wants to do good, but evil is right there
with him. He cries out, "What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death?" The answer: Jesus Christ our Lord!

KEY VERSE

"What a wretched man [ am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks
be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!" - Romans 7:24-25

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

The law had a binding claim on us—not because it's bad, but because we couldn't keep it. But
through union with Christ in His death, we died to the law. Now we're free to be united to Christ,
serving not through rule-keeping but in the new way of the Spirit. Christianity isn't law-keeping
2.0. It's a completely different operating system.

Paul's honesty about internal struggle is refreshing: "I do not understand what I do!" Every
Christian can relate. We know what's right, want to do right, determine to do right—and then we
fail. Again. The law is good, but sin dwelling within us uses it to bring death. We battle against
indwelling sin.

But notice where Paul ends: not in despair, but in hope. "Who will rescue me?" Not what—who!
Jesus Christ our Lord. We can't rescue ourselves through willpower or determination. We need a
Savior, and we have one. Don't camp here in chapter 7's defeat. Move forward to chapter 8's
victory!

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, I relate deeply to Paul's struggle. I want to do what's right, but I fail. I can't rescue
myself. Thank You for being my deliverer! Help me to stop relying on my willpower and start
depending on Your power. Thank You for releasing me from the law's condemnation and giving
me Your Spirit. I can't overcome sin through my own efforts, but You can through Your Spirit.
Thank You that victory is Yours. Amen.

Day 8: Romans 8 - Life in the Spirit and Future Glory

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. The law of the Spirit of life
has set you free from the law of sin and death. The mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.
You are controlled not by the flesh but by the Spirit if God's Spirit lives in you. The Spirit gives
life. By the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body. Those led by the Spirit are children of
God. You received the Spirit of adoption—"Abba, Father!" Present sufferings aren't worth
comparing with coming glory. Creation groans, we groan, even the Spirit groans. God works all
things for good for those who love Him. Those He foreknew, He predestined, called, justified,
and glorified. If God is for us, who can be against us? Nothing can separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus.

KEY VERSE
"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." - Romans 8:1
DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

After chapter 7's struggle, Paul opens with liberation: "Therefore, there is now no condemnation
for those in Christ Jesus." Not "less condemnation"—no condemnation! None. This is present-
tense reality for everyone in Christ. Instead of trying harder to keep the law, we're indwelt by
God's Spirit who gives life and power. The Spirit helps us see from God's perspective, enables us
to put sin to death, and confirms our identity as God's children.

Life is hard. Creation groans, we groan, even the Spirit groans. But present sufferings aren't
worth comparing with coming glory. In the midst of difficulty, we have an anchor: God works all
things for good according to His purpose—conforming us to Christ's image. We're part of an
unbreakable chain: foreknown, predestined, called, justified, glorified (past tense—it's as good as
done!).

Paul ends with triumph: If God is for us, who can be against us? Nothing can separate us from
God's love—not tribulation, distress, persecution, death, life, angels, demons, anything in
creation. We're more than conquerors through Christ. Our security doesn't depend on our grip on
God but His grip on us.

PRAYER

Abba Father, thank You that there's no condemnation for me in Christ! Thank You for Your
Spirit who lives in me. Help me to set my mind on what the Spirit desires. By Your Spirit, help
me put to death the deeds of the flesh. I trust that You're working all things for good, conforming

me to Christ's image. I'm overwhelmed by Your love! Nothing can separate me from You. I am
more than a conqueror through Christ. Amen.

Day 9: Romans 9 - God's Sovereign Choice

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Paul expresses deep anguish over Israel's unbelief. Not all descended from Israel are truly
Israel—it's the children of promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. God said, "Jacob I
loved, but Esau I hated," showing His sovereign choice before they were born or had done
anything. God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy. He raised up Pharaoh to display His
power. God has the right as potter over the clay to make vessels for honor or dishonor. He
prepared vessels of mercy for glory and called not only Jews but also Gentiles. Israel pursued
righteousness by works rather than by faith and stumbled over Christ, the stumbling stone. As
Isaiah prophesied, only a remnant of Israel will be saved.

KEY VERSE

"Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to
harden." - Romans 9:18

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Romans 9 confronts our assumptions about fairness and free will. Paul presents God's absolute
sovereignty in salvation—He chooses according to His will, not human effort or desire. Is this
unjust? Paul's response: "Who are you, a human being, to talk back to God?" The point is to
humble us before God's absolute rights as Creator. He's the potter; we're the clay.

God owes us nothing. If He chose to save anyone, that would be mercy. That He chose to save
some demonstrates His mercy; that He leaves others demonstrates His justice. No one can accuse
God of injustice because no one deserves salvation. Every saved person should marvel not at
who isn't saved, but that they are.

Israel pursued righteousness by works rather than by faith and stumbled over Christ. The contrast
is clear: righteousness by law requires perfect performance, but righteousness by faith requires
trusting in Christ's perfect performance. Salvation is available to "everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord"—but they must hear and believe. Have you received God's mercy with
gratitude?

PRAYER

Sovereign God, You are the potter and I am the clay. I have no right to question Your choices.
Thank You for having mercy on me when I deserved only judgment. I don't understand all Your
ways, but I trust Your character. You are perfectly just and perfectly merciful. I'm grateful to be
a vessel of mercy prepared for glory. Help me not to pursue righteousness through works but to
rest in Christ's finished work. Amen.

Day 10: Romans 10 - Salvation for All Who Believe

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Paul's heart's desire is for Israel's salvation. They have zeal for God but not according to
knowledge. They sought to establish their own righteousness rather than submit to God's
righteousness. Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for
everyone who believes. Righteousness by faith says that if you confess Jesus as Lord and believe
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved." But how can they call on Him if they haven't believed? How can they believe
without hearing? How can they hear without someone preaching? Faith comes from hearing the
message about Christ. Israel has heard but hasn't believed. God held out His hands all day long to
a disobedient and obstinate people.

KEY VERSE

"If you declare with your mouth, Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved." - Romans 10:9

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul explains why Israel missed God's righteousness: they pursued it by works rather than by
faith. They stumbled over Christ, the very cornerstone. Salvation is beautifully simple yet
profound: confess Jesus as Lord (acknowledge His authority) and believe God raised Him from
the dead (trust in His completed work). Not complicated theology, not years of religious
performance—faith in Christ. "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved"—Jew
or Gentile, moral or immoral, religious or pagan.

But there's urgency here: how can they call if they haven't heard? This is why missions and
evangelism matter. People need to hear the good news. Faith comes from hearing the message
about Christ. God holds out His hands to disobedient people, but they must respond. Have you
called on the Lord? Has anyone heard the gospel from you? Are you holding out your hands to
those who need to hear?

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, I confess You as Lord of my life. I believe You died and rose again for my salvation.
Thank You that salvation is by faith, not works. Burden my heart for those who haven't heard.
Give me boldness to share the good news. Help me not to pursue righteousness through my own
efforts but to rest in Your finished work. Use me to proclaim Your message. Faith comes by
hearing—help me speak. Amen.

Day 11: Romans 11 - God's Faithfulness to Israel
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Has God rejected His people? By no means! God has not rejected His people whom He
foreknew. There is a remnant chosen by grace. Israel experienced a hardening in part until the



full number of Gentiles comes in, and in this way all Israel will be saved. If their transgression
means riches for the world, how much greater will their fullness be! Paul warns Gentile believers
not to be arrogant toward Israel. If natural branches were broken off because of unbelief, and you
stand by faith, don't be proud. God can graft Israel back in if they don't persist in unbelief. God's
gifts and calling are irrevocable. Paul ends with a doxology: Oh, the depth of the riches of God's
wisdom and knowledge! From Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To Him be
glory forever!

KEY VERSE

"Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!" - Romans 11:33

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul addresses whether God abandoned Israel. Absolutely not! God has always preserved a
faithful remnant. Israel's hardening served a purpose—bringing the gospel to the Gentiles. But
this hardening is partial and temporary. God isn't finished with Israel. He keeps His promises.

Paul warns Gentile Christians against arrogance. Don't look down on Israel—you stand only by
faith, not by merit. God can break off branches (you) just as He can graft them back in (Israel).
God's faithfulness to Israel assures us of His faithfulness to us. His calling and gifts are
irrevocable.

After eleven chapters of theology, Paul's response is worship. He doesn't claim to understand
everything—God's judgments are unsearchable, His paths untraceable. But Paul doesn't need to
understand everything to worship. He sees enough of God's wisdom to be overwhelmed with
awe. God's plan is brilliant: He bound everyone over to disobedience so He could show mercy to
all. This eliminates boasting and maximizes glory to God. To Him be glory forever!

PRAYER

Faithful God, thank You that You keep Your promises. You haven't abandoned Israel, and You
won't abandon me. Forgive me for any arrogance. Help me to stand by faith, not pride. Thank
You that Your calling and gifts are irrevocable. Oh Lord, the depth of Your wisdom is beyond

my comprehension! I don't understand everything, but I trust You completely. Everything comes
from You, through You, and for You. You deserve all glory forever! Amen.

Day 12: Romans 12 - Living Sacrifices and Genuine Love
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Therefore, in view of God's mercy, offer your bodies as living sacrifices—this is your true
worship. Don't conform to the world's pattern but be transformed by mind renewal. Then you'll



discern God's will. Don't think of yourself more highly than you ought. We're one body with
many members, each with different gifts—use them with diligence. Love must be sincere. Hate
evil; cling to good. Be devoted to one another. Honor one another above yourselves. Never lack
zeal; keep your spiritual fervor. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share
with those in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you. Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony. Don't be proud. Don't repay evil for
evil. Live at peace with everyone. Don't take revenge. If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
Overcome evil with good.

KEY VERSE

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship." - Romans 12:1

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

"Therefore"—because of everything God has done (chapters 1-11), here's how you should
respond. Paul's first command is total consecration: offer your bodies as living sacrifices. This is
paradoxical—sacrifices are usually dead, but God wants you alive and wholly dedicated to Him.
This is spiritual worship—not just Sunday singing, but offering every moment to God.

Two commands follow: don't conform to the world's pattern, and be transformed by mind
renewal. Changed thinking leads to changed living. Christianity isn't individualistic—we're part
of Christ's body with unique functions. Find your gift and use it to serve others.

Paul then gives rapid-fire commands: love sincerely, hate evil, honor others, keep your zeal, be
joyful and patient, pray faithfully, share generously, practice hospitality, bless persecutors,
rejoice and mourn with others, live in harmony, don't be proud, don't seek revenge. The pattern:
do good even when others do evil. Bless those who curse you. Feed your enemies. Overcome
evil with good. This is radically countercultural but distinctly Christian.

PRAYER

Father, in view of Your incredible mercy, I offer my whole self to You as a living sacrifice.
Transform me by renewing my mind. Help me not to conform to this world but to be set apart for
You. Show me my gifts and help me serve Your body. Help me to love sincerely, honor others,
bless persecutors, and overcome evil with good. I can't live this way in my own strength—I need
Your Spirit. This is my worship. Amen.

Day 13: Romans 13 - Submit to Authority and Love Your
Neighbor

CHAPTER SUMMARY



Let everyone be subject to governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. Whoever rebels against authority is rebelling against what God instituted. Rulers
hold no terror for those who do right. Do what is right and the authority will commend you. The
authority is God's servant for your good. Submit not only because of wrath but also as a matter of
conscience. Pay taxes and give respect and honor to whom it is due. Let no debt remain
outstanding except the continuing debt to love one another. Love fulfills the law. The
commandments are summed up in this: "Love your neighbor as yourself." The hour has come to
wake up from slumber. Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is nearly
over; the day is almost here. Put aside deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Clothe
yourselves with Christ and make no provision for the flesh.

KEY VERSE

"The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light." - Romans 13:12

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

This passage challenges our resistance to authority. Submit to governing authorities because God
established them. This doesn't mean every authority is godly or every law is just, but
governmental authority itself is instituted by God for order. We submit not primarily from fear
but as a matter of conscience. Pay your taxes. Respect those in authority. Be a model citizen.
When government commands what God forbids or forbids what God commands, we obey God.
But short of that, we submit.

You can owe money and pay bills, but you'll always owe love. This debt can never be fully paid.
Why? Because love fulfills the entire law. If you truly love your neighbor, you won't harm them
in any way. All the commandments are applications of love.

But Paul adds urgency: Wake up! The night is nearly over. Christ is coming back. Don't live like
you have all the time in the world. Put aside darkness and put on light. Clothe yourself with
Christ. Make no provision for the flesh—don't set yourself up for failure. Are you ready? Are
you living in the light? Or are you making provision for sinful desires?

PRAYER

Sovereign Lord, You establish all authority. Help me to submit with a right heart, not just to
avoid punishment but because I honor You. Give me wisdom to know when to obey and when I
must obey You instead. Help me to be a model citizen. Lord, I owe a debt of love that I can
never fully pay. Help me to love my neighbor as myself. Wake me up from spiritual slumber!
Help me put aside darkness and put on light. Keep me ready for Your return. Amen.



Day 14: Romans 14 - Disputable Matters and Christian
Liberty

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person's
faith allows them to eat anything, but another eats only vegetables. Don't despise or judge one
another. Each should be fully convinced in their own mind. One person considers one day
sacred; another considers every day alike. Whatever you believe about these things, keep
between yourself and God. Don't cause your brother to stumble. The kingdom of God is not
about eating and drinking but about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Don't
destroy God's work for the sake of food. Everything is clean, but it's wrong to eat something if it
causes someone to stumble. Whatever you believe, keep it between yourself and God.
Everything that doesn't come from faith is sin. We who are strong should bear with the weak and
not please ourselves.

KEY VERSE

"For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit." - Romans 14:17

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul addresses disputable matters—issues where Scripture doesn't clearly command one way or
the other. In his day: eating meat offered to idols, observing special days. In ours: entertainment
choices, alcohol, schooling, worship styles. Paul's principle: don't fight over these things. Don't

judge those with freedom, and don't despise those without it.

The key is conviction and love. Be fully convinced in your own mind about what's right for you.
But don't impose your conviction on others or judge them for different convictions. And here's
the crucial part: don't use your freedom in a way that causes a weaker believer to stumble. Love
sometimes means limiting your freedom for someone else's sake.

The kingdom isn't about these external matters anyway—it's about righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Spirit. Are you fighting over disputable matters? Are you judging others for
convictions different from yours? Or worse, are you causing others to stumble by flaunting your
freedom? We who are strong should bear with the weak, not please ourselves. Build others up
rather than tearing them down over non-essentials.

PRAYER

Father, give me wisdom to distinguish between clear biblical commands and disputable matters.
Help me to be fully convinced in my own mind without judging others who are convinced
differently. Guard me from causing a weaker believer to stumble. Remind me that Your kingdom
isn't about these external things but about righteousness, peace, and joy in Your Spirit. Help me



to pursue what leads to peace and mutual edification. Give me strength to bear with the weak.
Amen.

Day 15: Romans 15 - Unity, Hope, and Paul's Ministry
CHAPTER SUMMARY

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not please ourselves. Each
should please their neighbor for their good, to build them up. Christ didn't please Himself.
Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, to bring praise to God. Christ became a servant
to confirm God's promises to the Jews and so Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy. May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so you may overflow with hope
by the Spirit's power. Paul expresses confidence in the Roman believers and explains his
ministry to the Gentiles. He has fully proclaimed the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum. His
ambition is to preach where Christ is not known. He plans to visit Rome on his way to Spain, but
first must deliver an offering to Jerusalem. He asks for prayer for protection and that his service
will be acceptable.

KEY VERSE

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." - Romans 15:13

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul continues the theme from chapter 14: the strong should bear with the weak. Don't please
yourself—please your neighbor for their good. This is Christ's example. He didn't please Himself
but endured the cross for our sake. Because Christ accepted us when we were weak, we should
accept one another.

Paul's vision is beautiful: Jews and Gentiles united in worship, all praising God together. This
was revolutionary in a deeply divided culture. Christ broke down the dividing wall. Now there's
one people of God—not because we're all the same, but because we're all equally accepted in
Christ.

Paul ends with a benediction: may the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust Him.
Hope isn't wishful thinking—it's confident expectation based on God's promises. As you trust
Him, hope overflows by the Spirit's power.

Paul then reveals his missionary heart: preach the gospel where Christ is not known. This was his
calling—pioneer new territory. He credits Christ for everything accomplished and requests
prayer because he can't do it alone. He combined bold ambition with humble service. What's
your ambition? Is it God-sized? Are you willing to go where Christ isn't known?



PRAYER

God of hope, fill me with joy and peace as I trust in You. Help me to overflow with hope by
Your Spirit's power. Thank You for accepting me in Christ. Help me to accept others as You
have accepted me. Give me strength to bear with the weak and build others up. Lord Jesus, give
me Paul's passion for the gospel. Expand my vision beyond my comfort zone. Use me to make
Christ known where He isn't yet known. I'm available—send me. Amen.

Day 16: Romans 16 - Greetings and Final Doxology
CHAPTER SUMMARY

Paul commends Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae, and asks the Romans to welcome
her. He sends greetings to numerous believers by name—Priscilla and Aquila who risked their
lives for him, Mary who worked hard, Andronicus and Junia who were in prison with him, and
many others who labored faithfully for Christ. He warns them to watch out for those who cause
divisions contrary to the teaching they learned. Such people serve their own appetites, not Christ.
They deceive with smooth talk. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under their feet. Paul's
companions send greetings. He concludes with a magnificent doxology: To God who is able to
establish you by the gospel and the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages but now
revealed—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

KEY VERSE

"Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim
about Jesus Christ... to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen." -
Romans 16:25, 27

DEVOTIONAL REFLECTION

Paul's closing chapter is personal and warm, mentioning at least 26 people by name. These aren't
just names on a list—they're real people who served Christ faithfully. Phoebe, a deacon who
likely delivered this letter. Priscilla and Aquila, who risked their lives for Paul. Mary, who
worked very hard. Andronicus and Junia, outstanding among the apostles. These were ordinary
people doing extraordinary things for Christ.

But Paul also warns: watch out for those who cause divisions. Divisive people serve themselves,
not Christ. They use smooth talk to deceive. Be wise about what is good, innocent about what is
evil. The God of peace will crush Satan—not might crush, will crush. Victory is certain.

And then the final doxology: to God who is able to establish you—not to you who are able to
establish yourselves. The same God who began this letter as "the gospel of God" ends it
receiving glory forever. This entire letter has been about God's righteousness, God's grace, God's
mercy, God's faithfulness, God's love. To Him be glory forever through Jesus Christ!



This is how we should end every day, every study, every conversation about theology—with
worship and doxology to our magnificent God. May everything we've learned from Romans
drive us to our knees in worship.

PRAYER

To the only wise God, I give glory forever through Jesus Christ! Thank You for this incredible
letter to the Romans. Establish me according to this gospel. Help me to be like these faithful
servants—working hard, serving sacrificially, and staying true to Your teaching. Guard me from
divisive people and divisive attitudes. Thank You for revealing the mystery of the gospel—that
both Jews and Gentiles are saved by faith in Christ alone. To You alone be glory forever and
ever! Amen.

CONCLUSION

Congratulations on completing this 16-day journey through all 16 chapters of Romans! You've
walked through Paul's magnificent explanation of the gospel from beginning to end.

What You've Covered:

o Day 1- Romans 1: The gospel's power and humanity's rebellion
e Day 2 - Romans 2: God's righteous judgment

o Day 3 - Romans 3: Righteousness through faith alone

o Day 4 - Romans 4: Abraham justified by faith

o Day 5 - Romans 5: Peace, hope, and two Adams

e Day 6 - Romans 6: Dead to sin, alive in Christ

e Day 7 - Romans 7: The law and sin's power

o Day 8 - Romans 8: Life in the Spirit and future glory

e Day 9 - Romans 9: God's sovereign choice

e Day 10 - Romans 10: Salvation for all who believe

e Day 11 - Romans 11: God's faithfulness to Israel

o Day 12 - Romans 12: Living sacrifices and genuine love

e Day 13 - Romans 13: Submit to authority and love your neighbor
o Day 14 - Romans 14: Disputable matters and Christian liberty

e Day 15 - Romans 15: Unity, hope, and Paul's ministry

o Day 16 - Romans 16: Greetings and final doxology

Key Truths to Remember:

All have sinned - there is no distinction (chapters 1-3)
Justification is by faith alone - not by works (chapters 3-4)
We have peace with God - through Jesus Christ (chapter 5)
We are dead to sin - alive to God in Christ (chapters 6-7)
No condemnation in Christ - led by the Spirit (chapter 8)

MBS



6. God is sovereign - yet salvation is offered to all who believe (chapters 9-11)
7. Offer yourself as a living sacrifice - this is true worship (chapters 12-16)

What's Next?

e Read Romans again - you'll discover new truths each time

e Memorize key verses - let them transform your thinking

o Share the gospel - tell others about justification by faith

o Live sacrificially - offer yourself wholly to God

e Worship continually - to the only wise God be glory forever!

Romans is the clearest, most comprehensive explanation of the Christian gospel ever written. It
has sparked reformations, converted sinners, strengthened saints, and brought glory to God for

two thousand years.

May the truths of Romans anchor your soul, fuel your faith, and overflow in worship to the God
who justifies the ungodly through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

"For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever!
Amen." - Romans 11:36

To God alone be the glory!



